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Balaenoptera edeni skull from the Holocene (Quaternary)
of Osaka City, Japan

Yoshihire Tanaka and Hiroyuki Tarumo

ABSTRACT

Sxull remains of Balsenoplera eden’ from the Holocene [about 5300 o 4000
years before present; a fransgressive period) of Osaka CRy, Japan, was previously
identified as B. acuiomstata. Here, we describe In detall and reidentify It based on
having a large allsphencid, which contacts with the squamosal widely and a broader
rostrum than the one of B. aculomsirats. The specimen adds a chronalogically and

Icaily new record to the nat well-known specles. The specimen suggests that
e modem distribution of the species probadly had already esiablished about B30 fo
4000 yeare ago, which was the age of the Joman transgression oreating the Kawachl
Bay, the former condition of Osaka Plain. More remains of 5. eden! will provide better
resoiution of thelr dsirbutional hisiory.
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INTRODUCTION Plain was dominated by the ocean. Iis easiern part
Was named as the Kawachl Bay (Figure 1)
The Holocens had a transgressive pariod In During 19605, 3 series of huge land construc-

Japan. Cumently, the Osaka Plain s located eastto tions had made for expansion of subway and high-
ihe Osaka Eay, which Is 3 part of the Sefo Inland  way systems, and ais0 establishing buldings at he
Sea. Several thousand years before, the Osaka  Osaka Plain. During that period, some whalebone

Tanaka, Yoshihiro and Taruno, Hiroyukl 2047, Saisenopicra edend skull from the Holocene: (0 uatemany) of Crsales City, Japan.
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